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* excerpt from the BCI Newsletter 





SOMETHING NEW AND SPECIAL 


iiiSserscuescontains d FIRST = gn article in Blissymbols 
produced by Russ Cecchini using a Blissymbol terminal. 
Although a few of the symbols are incorrectly 
represented owing to the particular technology used, we 
include the article to introduce our readers to the 
exciting possibilities for symbol users which are beginning 
to open up in the computer field. 
We hope you enjoy Russ's message. There is no 
Houptmnat it. 1S only the first of such items tovappedr 
in the newspaper. 
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SYMBOL USERS‘ CORNER 


An excerpt from The Newsletter 


As part of our celebration of the International Year 
of the Child, 1979, we decided to write to symbol users 
in other parts of the world. We hoped to receive letters 
with symbols and words showing how much we have in common, 
We have enjoyed our many visitors from far and near 
and we have been happy to share this friendship with 
children in their programs. Many of our friends have 
not answered our letters as yet. We hope that we will 
Still receive more letters. 
Why don’t you write to us telling about yourself? 
We'd love to hear from you. Here is the address: 


Primary Special Class 
c/o Mrs. Gwen Mann 
James Robinson School 
90 Robinson Street 
Markham, Ontario 
Canada, L3P INI 





Mrs. Mann is the teacher in the Primary Special Class. 
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11 children are in the class. Two children use symbols 
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to communicate but all the children use symbols to help them learn 
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to read. We read Blissymbol Workbooks. Mrs. Harrington works in the 
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class too. She is Kari's Mom. Kari has used symbols 


BON 0 Grin a Outen ES 


to talk fora long time. She has written a story about her 
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life. Maybe you will read it one day. 
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Billy likes tractors. He talks with symbols. He comes to 
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school in a EdxXin He Sings in Room 1. 
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He works in Room 2. He plays in, -sthe gym. 
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Robbie talks with symbols and with his hands. He likes 
A x x A 
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to play sports -- soccer and hockey. Bobby comes 
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Meal alee reli, + A\of Re >| 
to school on the bus. He likes to ride his 
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bike and go fishing. 
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boat. He comes to school in a van. 
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Michelle is a new girl in our class. She 
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likes this school because she 4 learning. 
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Tommy likes to watch TeV. and ay on his 
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bike. He goes home in the taxi with Billy. 
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Darren and Ryan are friends at School. They like 
A x x A 
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i Seer ci and he a cookie. 
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Chris comes to school on the bus. Chris works in 
A A 
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his books and reads the Tip book. 
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Oli | 7 antie (i 
Jody likes to work at school. She writes in her 
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storybook and works in her workbooks. 
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Blaine has many friends. His favourite thing is to draw. 
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He likes Math and Reading too. 
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Hello 
OD 


I (my) name Russell. 
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I am 16 
A 
iy O 16 
I have father and mother 


A 


Lites) OST e as 


brother Douglas. 
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I like symbols and 
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I like teacher Miss 


(from England ) 


and sister Lisa and 
aa 
EASELS Keine 
football. 
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Rawlings. 
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Nf like Maths. 
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My friend is 
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and I 
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went to 
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Nicky. He 


Liverpool 


Swims in 


to see football 
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game. 
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(from United States) 


if am 1. i have blue eyes. I am happy. 
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Thanks for the letters. 


x 


RIS 7 NAD 


I come to school on the bus. I love 
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Math. Miss Eckstein is my teacher. 
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I like TaN: My Sistema ands oi go 
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Brownies. We work — on art (at) Brownies. 
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I love my mother and _ father. 
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Good-bye. 
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Nancy Cashdollar 





(from Sweden) 


Hello. 
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My name is Hakan. 
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I am 10 years old. I like hockey. 
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I like Toronto Maple Leafs with Borje 
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Salming from Sweden. 
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Tuesday night we play bandy. I am the seventh. 


A 


es iP Ot ANID Si Oman 


Bandy is similar to hockey. I am in Sweden. 
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Good-bye 
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Dear People 
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I live in happy home for people (who need) help. We went 
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(ona) bus for the boat ride for (a) picnic (at) Shannigan Lake. 
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I have worked Blissymbols for six years. We work five people in 
A ) x x x A 
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(the) kitchen. I help (put) knives, Sane Svea and dishes on the table. 
A x x 
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We ride oe big bus Ee see (the) big fish oe e. ir after we went to 
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love from June 
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Dear Joey, 

I have two sisters. I have one brother and one brother-in-law. 
A x A 
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How many brothers and sisters do you have? I and my 
x A A 
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make (pictures of) people . 


nd 


friend play (ata) table (and) 
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My friend babysits me. (Everybody) in my family 
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works to clean our house. 
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Susan Lindsay 


rT 








“la Lied or ee ‘ 
. . ‘doe va < 4 
. P ; ‘ 
r 4 P aT —s i’ 
ra] & << « 7 
Ave). A] 
' a Thy Ay, 
' 7] 
' 
t 7 
pod Pi 
, 
¥¢hs day 
79 j Pa) 
4 
ad Mh, - 
L ae y 
re a 
: i it 
a a a 
i | il, 
1 Se 4 , 
la Oi 
j ‘ . ‘ 
is yp ; 
: ; of We ofl 
\- hie! 4 
q 
- 
4 
< 
' ae . \ 
a ee 
es ae eee : ‘yee eae ah 
¢ ie Tee to ee ‘ a #4 ‘é rah i ay 
i sy ‘ Os & ® x 
i 4 n ee | hae "ate Ngiy. ‘ rm On 
" oe ee OU he ae 
he (ol tay! “ a a sus . ' sh ae he h ¥ ‘ a 
i ae 





iad 


a aL ty y ‘ 


Li 


| 


Li 


iy 


ANTONELLA 
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My address is: Antonella Bonamo 
C/O T Ass. 
Via Paolo Mantegazza 10 
Milano, Italy 20156 


The letter above was submitted without words. For the benefit of 
those who are new to symbols, we include a free translation of 
Antonella's letter (see p.15). 
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ANTONELLA 


( a free English translation ) 


Pom Antonet oss sb omsdn Itdlian girl, T-am.7 
yedrs old and go to school. I know how to read, 
want to communicate with boys at your institution 
with Blissymbols. I have used symbols for a year, 
My therapist helped me write this letter. I hope 
to get an answer, 


Goodbye, 
Antonella 
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THE PROS AND CONS 
A A A 
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OF USING BLISSYMBOLS 
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By: Paul Marshall 
Binbrook, Ontario 


(Paul Marshall is eighteen years old; a bright young man who has been 
using a combination of Blissymbolics and spelling to communicate for 

the past six years. After spending his entire school life in special 
schools and classes, he will be attending regular high school this coming 
Fall. Paul will be familiar to some of our readers through previous 
articles published in the Newsletter. See June 1976 for his teacher's 
description of Paul's introduction to Blissymbolics, and Spring 1978 for 
Paul's own story, "The Day I Met Mr. Bliss." Ed. ) 
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but when you are around with many people where they 
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and when I have a question I pamae 
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hold up the teacher. Sometimes after 
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I have forgotten the answer but it does not 
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the people do not like me. 
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When people are talking about a subject, before I 
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can get my thoughts they are 
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on to another subject. I have learned to 
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be a good listener. But nthe I had not 
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learned the Blissymbol if not have gotten 
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where I am today. i learned how to 


A ) 
e ]y © One iz ie) PA >| spe if 


Le 





much better and my reading came along with use 
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from the Blissymbols. 
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Leena 


Even I can type, 
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BLISS SONG 


(Reproduced with permission from the British Blissymbolics Newsletter, 
January 1980) 


This song is sung to the tune, "All Things Bright and Beautiful“. Bliss 
users vocalize and bang their boards in rhythn. It was composed for, and 
first performed at, the end-of-term Concert and Prize Giving Ceremony at 
Westerlea School, Edinburgh, Scotland. It was a most moving occasion with 
the whole school gathered together with staff, family and friends. Every- 
one joined in singing the song as the Bliss children banged their boards 

in rhythm (more or less) but there were lumps in many throats that made 
singing difficult! It was a particularly emotional time for co-composer 
Alistair Hunter and the staff members closely associated with him for it 
was his school-leaving ceremony. He is a mch-loved boy - open, warm and 
friendly - and very caring towards the younger Bliss children who followed 
in the trail he blazed as the first and very successful Bliss user in 
Scotland. He is now in an adult centre, doing his bit to spread information 
about Blissymbolics. We are proud of him and we miss him. (Sally Millar) 
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BLISS SONG 


Composed by: 
\ Od Symbol user Alistair Hunter 


Speech Therapist Elizabeth Dean 
Edinburgh, Scotland 





We are all Bliss’ children. 
x A x 
hyo, UA 
We have symbols on our boards. 
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When we learn "(to)use" them, 
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They are just as good as words. 
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We take our Bliss boards (with us). 
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We talk to all we meet, 
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And when they read our symbols 


x 


+ 2? le of] ir a 


They thinky Vit’ guite a feat 
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Repeat chorus - first four lines 





NAME THE SPORT 
SL hs 


(Reproduced with permission from classroom newsletter, Ottawa Crippled Children's 
Centre, March 1980) 





stick 


\e 


racquet 


ball container 
e SS 

hammer activity 
yx A 

earth table 





For answers, turn to page 24 








Easter Time 
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Faster is on Sunday. The Easter Bunny comes 
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on Easter. The Easter Bunny colors eggs. 
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The Easter Bunny hops in the grass and in the 
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house. The Easter Bunny hides eggs in 
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a basket when the family is sleeping in bed. On Sunday 
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morning the family looks for the basket. 
A 
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Story told to all the children in 
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Rolling Acres School by Susan Lindsay. 
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This is a bulletin board story by Susan Lindsay. Susan is eighteen years 

Old. She has been using symbols since February 1976. She is C.P. (ambulatory) 
in a Trainable MR setting. When using symbols her speech intelligibility is 
markedly improved. Story dictated to Leslie Mortimore, Speech Clinician for 
Lincoln I.U. 12, New Oxford, Pa. 17350 Dil, 





Spring 
by: Symbol Communication Class 


QO) ? mn Cerebral Palsy Centre 
Hamilton, Ont. 


We are learning about Spring. 
ba 
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The flowers come up. The rain comes down. 
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est Syd. 

The sun comes out. We play outside. 
tire 
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Mother animals have babies. Spring is fun. 
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The following story was written by Todd Schinnerer, a 27-year old 
cerebral palsied resident of University Heights Nursing Home in Albany, 
New York. He has been using Blissymbolics with a headlight pointer for 
approximately one and a half years. He particularly enjoys his new 
ability to ask questions and is retaliating against the thousands of 
previously unanswered questions directed to him by bombarding us with 
constant questioning. Todd is a sports enthusiast and cheers for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers and New York Yankees. A picture of Reggie Jackson 
has prime position with family members on his communication board. 
Todd would enjoy a pen pal and hopes that a symbol adult will contact 
him via the Symbol Users' Newsletter. (Jane Conklin) 


Summer 
by: Todd Schinnerer 
©) g <)> Albany, N.Y. 
‘Oo 
I like Summer. I like (it) because (it's) hot (and) I like 


Vv 


Li Or! O2<?, iz + a KO ae le OF 

to swim. "On the co of July" I would like (an) outing (with my) boyfriend 
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(to a) concert. I like music because I feel happy. Last year 
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I went (ona) picnic (at the) park. (My) father (and) mother (and) Rod 
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came in (the) car. I ate picnic food. Rod gave m (a) 
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little drink. Wow: 
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ANSWERS - NAME THE SPORT 
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MEING RONG 
Croquet 
Golf 
Bowling 
Basketbal1 
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NOT 


Material from symbol users is reproduced essentially 
as submitted in order to reflect individual creativity 
and different styles of expression. Neither symbols 
nor usages are to be regarded as models for expression 
OM nS TruCtLon: 


1, The symbol composition and drawing have been updated 
to conform to Blissymbols for Use, 

2. Although the combine strategy is frequently employed 
to arrive dt new symbol expressions, the personal symbol 
creation is often not enclosed between combine 
indicators as required by BCI practice, 


indicates 1) a symbol which differs from the C.K. 
Bliss version either in symbol form or accompanying 
wording or 2) a new BCI symbol authorized in the 
absence of requested comment from C. K. Bliss. 


(C) Blissymbolics Communication Institute, 1981, 
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